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Council Annual Open Debate on Women, 
Peace and Security that— 

(1) ‘‘promoting women’s equal and mean-
ingful inclusion and participation across ef-
forts to restore security, promote democracy 
and good governance, and support economic 
development are not women’s issues; they 
are vital national security issues’’; 

(2) ‘‘our experience shows that women 
often have the best understanding of the 
needs of their communities’’; 

(3) ‘‘the United States believes strongly 
that countries with high rates of gender in-
equality are more likely to experience insta-
bility and deadly conflict . . . [m]eaningful 
participation of women at all levels of secu-
rity work, including in uniform, can help 
counteract this worrying trend’’; 

(4) ‘‘empowering women economically 
starts with ensuring girls have access to edu-
cation . . . [g]irls suffer most when there are 
attacks on schools or when combatants mis-
use schools to support combatant oper-
ations’’; 

(5) ‘‘if we hope to prevent conflicts and 
build lasting peace, promote better govern-
ance, and advance sustainable economic 
growth, we must empower women as full and 
equal partners at every step’’; and 

(6) ‘‘women are half the population . . . 
[i]t’s only right that they be full partici-
pants in the discussions and decisions that 
shape our present and those that will shape 
our futures’’; 

Whereas, despite the achievements of indi-
vidual female leaders— 

(1) women around the world remain vastly 
underrepresented in— 

(A) high-level positions; and 
(B) national and local legislatures and gov-

ernments; and 
(2) according to the Inter-Parliamentary 

Union, women account for only 24.1 percent 
of national parliamentarians and 18.3 percent 
of government ministers; 

Whereas the ability of women and girls to 
realize their full potential is critical to the 
ability of a country to achieve strong and 
lasting economic growth, self-reliance, and 
political and social stability; 

Whereas, although the United Nations Mil-
lennium Project reached the goal of achiev-
ing gender parity in primary education in 
most countries in 2015, more work remains 
to be done to achieve gender equality in pri-
mary and secondary education, and particu-
larly in secondary education worldwide as 
gender gaps persist and widen, by address-
ing— 

(1) discriminatory practices; 
(2) cultural norms; 
(3) inadequate sanitation facilities; 
(4) child, early, and forced marriage; and 
(5) other factors that favor boys or devalue 

girls’ education; 
Whereas women around the world face a 

variety of constraints that severely limit 
their economic participation and produc-
tivity and remain underrepresented in the 
labor force; 

Whereas women’s economic empowerment 
is inextricably linked to a myriad of other 
human rights that are essential to the abil-
ity of women to thrive as economic actors, 
including— 

(1) living lives free of violence and exploi-
tation; 

(2) achieving the highest possible standard 
of health and well-being; 

(3) enjoying full legal and human rights, 
such as access to registration, identification, 
and citizenship documents, and freedom of 
movement; 

(4) benefitting from formal and informal 
education; 

(5) benefitting from equal protection of and 
access to land and property rights; 

(6) receiving access to fundamental labor 
rights; 

(7) the implementation of policies to ad-
dress disproportionate care burdens; and 

(8) receiving business and management 
skills and leadership opportunities; 

Whereas closing the global gender gap in 
labor markets could increase worldwide 
gross domestic product by as much as 
$28,000,000,000,000 by 2025; 

Whereas, pursuant to section 3(b) of the 
Women’s Entrepreneurship and Economic 
Empowerment Act of 2018 (Public Law 115– 
428), it is the international development co-
operation policy of the United States— 

(1) to reduce gender disparities with re-
spect to economic, social, political, edu-
cational, and cultural resources, wealth, op-
portunities, and services; 

(2) to strive to eliminate gender-based vio-
lence and mitigate its harmful effects on in-
dividuals and communities including 
through efforts to develop standards and ca-
pacity to reduce gender-based violence in the 
workplace and other places where women 
work; 

(3) to support activities that secure private 
property rights and land tenure for women in 
developing countries, including— 

(A) legal frameworks that give women 
equal rights to own, register, use, profit 
from, and inherit land and property; 

(B) improving legal literacy to enable 
women to exercise the rights described in 
subparagraph (A); and 

(C) improving the capacity of law enforce-
ment and community leaders to enforce such 
rights; 

(4) to increase the capability of women and 
girls to fully exercise their rights, determine 
their life outcomes, assume leadership roles, 
and influence decision making in households, 
communities, and societies; and 

(5) to improve the access of women and 
girls to education, particularly higher edu-
cation opportunities in business, finance, 
and management, in order to enhance finan-
cial literacy and business development, man-
agement, and strategy skills; 

Whereas, according to the World Health 
Organization, global maternal mortality de-
creased by approximately 44 percent between 
1990 and 2015, yet approximately 830 women 
and girls continue to die from preventable 
causes relating to pregnancy or childbirth 
each day, and 99 percent of all maternal 
deaths occur in developing countries; 

Whereas the Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees reports that 
women and girls comprise approximately 1⁄2 
of the 68,500,000 refugees and internally dis-
placed or stateless individuals in the world; 

Whereas it is imperative— 
(1) to alleviate violence and discrimination 

against women and girls; and 
(2) to afford women every opportunity to 

be full and productive members of their com-
munities; and 

Whereas March 8, 2019, is recognized as 
International Women’s Day, a global day— 

(1) to celebrate the economic, political, 
and social achievements of women in the 
past, present, and future; and 

(2) to recognize the obstacles that women 
face in the struggle for equal rights and op-
portunities: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals of International 

Women’s Day; 
(2) recognizes that the empowerment of 

women is inextricably linked to the poten-
tial of a country to generate— 

(A) economic growth; 
(B) sustainable democracy; and 
(C) inclusive security; 
(3) recognizes and honors individuals in the 

United States and around the world, includ-
ing women human rights defenders and civil 
society leaders, who have worked throughout 
history to ensure that women are guaranteed 
equality and basic human rights; 

(4) recognizes the unique cultural, histor-
ical, and religious differences throughout the 
world and urges the United States Govern-
ment to act with respect and understanding 
toward legitimate differences when pro-
moting any policies; 

(5) reaffirms the commitment— 
(A) to end discrimination and violence 

against women and girls; 
(B) to ensure the safety, health, and wel-

fare of women and girls; 
(C) to pursue policies that guarantee the 

fundamental human rights of women and 
girls worldwide; and 

(D) to promote meaningful and significant 
participation of women in every aspect of so-
ciety and community; 

(6) supports sustainable, measurable, and 
global development that seeks to achieve 
gender equality and the empowerment of 
women and girls; and 

(7) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe International Women’s 
Day with appropriate programs and activi-
ties. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
have 9 requests for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
The Committee on Armed Services is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, March 7, 
2019, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
‘‘examine the chain of commands ac-
countability to provide safe military 
housing and other building infrastruc-
ture to servicemembers and their fami-
lies.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, March 7, 2019, at 12:30 p.m., 
to conduct a business meeting and 
hearing on the following nominations: 
Rita Baranwal, of Pennsylvania, to be 
an Assistant Secretary (Nuclear En-
ergy), William Cooper, of Maryland, to 
be General Counsel, Christopher Fall, 
of Virginia, to be Director of the Office 
of Science, and Lane Genatowski, of 
New York, to be Director of the Ad-
vanced Research Projects Agency-En-
ergy, all of the Department of Energy. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
The Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, March 7, 
2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on 
the following nominations: Joseph F. 
Bianco, of New York, and Michael H. 
Park, of New York, both to be a United 
States Circuit Judge for the Second 
Circuit, Greg Girard Guidry, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Eastern District of Louisiana, Michael 
T. Liburdi, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Arizona, and 
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Peter D. Welte, to be United States 
District Judge for the District of North 
Dakota. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, March 
7, 2019, at 2 p.m., to conduct a joint 
hearing. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
The Select Committee on Intel-

ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Thursday, 
March 7, 2019, at 2 p.m., to conduct a 
closed briefing. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 
The Special Committee on Aging is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, March 7, 
2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Complex web of prescription 
drug prices, focusing on untangling the 
web and paths forward.’’ 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SECURITY 
The Subcommittee on Security of the 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, March 7, 2019, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘China, fo-
cusing on challenges for United States 
commerce.’’ 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON WESTERN HEMISPHERE, 

TRANSNATIONAL CRIME, CIVILIAN SECURITY, 
DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND GLOBAL 
WOMEN’S ISSUES 
The Subcommittee on Western Hemi-

sphere, Transnational Crime, Civilian 
Security, Democracy, Human Rights, 
and Global Women’s Issues of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, March 7, 2019, at 
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘United States-Venezuela relations 
and the path to a democratic transi-
tion.’’ 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS 

The Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations of the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Thursday, 
March 7, 2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Examining private 
sector data breaches.’’ 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BRAUN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

SELF-INITIATION TRADE 
ENFORCEMENT ACT 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I know 
that American small businesses can 
outcompete anybody in the world; how-
ever, they deserve to have a level play-
ing field. All too often, foreign coun-

tries engage in unfair trade practices— 
like dumping and countervailing du-
ties—that make it harder for small and 
midsized businesses to compete in the 
global marketplace. 

This is especially true in my home 
State of Michigan, where businesses, 
from family farms to auto part sup-
pliers and other small manufacturers, 
face unfair competition from foreign 
competitors whose products are sub-
sidized by their governments. 

Michigan’s cherry growers have expe-
rienced these unfair practices first-
hand. In Traverse City, which is home 
of the National Cherry Festival, Michi-
gan cherry growers struggled to sell 
their products after Turkey dumped ar-
tificially priced cherry juice into the 
American markets. As a result, many 
of Michigan’s cherry growers are facing 
dire financial situations. 

Late last year, the Commerce De-
partment revoked the duty-free status 
of cherry juice from Turkey, but 
Michigan cherry growers had to wait 
far too long for the government to step 
up. Small businesses and agricultural 
producers don’t have the resources to 
employ an army of international trade 
lawyers like larger corporations and 
other industries do. As a result, they 
are often defenseless against illegal 
trade practices that undercut Amer-
ican businesses and American workers. 
We must use our expertise and strength 
to stand up for these small businesses 
and give them a fair fight. 

Under current law, the Commerce 
Department has the authority to start 
their own investigations into these 
harmful trade practices, but unfortu-
nately they rarely do. That is why last 
week, I introduced bipartisan legisla-
tion with Senator BURR to address un-
fair trade practices. 

The Self-Initiation Trade Enforce-
ment Act will strengthen protections 
for small businesses and their workers 
by creating a permanent task force 
dedicated to proactively identifying il-
legal trade practices that unfairly tar-
get small businesses and small indus-
tries. 

Last year, I attended a bipartisan 
trade policy meeting with President 
Trump and Commerce Secretary Ross, 
and I discussed this commonsense leg-
islation with both of them. They both 
expressed their strong support. I will 
continue to work with the administra-
tion and my colleagues in Congress to 
get this legislation signed into law. 

Michigan workers and businesses de-
serve a fair chance to compete, and I 
will keep fighting to enforce fair trade 
rules and give Michigan’s small busi-
nesses a level playing field. I urge my 
colleagues to support the Self-Initi-
ation Trade Enforcement Act to help 
small businesses and family farms 
across Michigan and the United States 
successfully compete and ultimately 
succeed. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CHANGING THE ADDRESS OF THE 
POSTAL FACILITY DESIGNATED 
IN HONOR OF CAPTAIN 
HUMAYUN KHAN 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. 725, introduced earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant bill clerk read as 
follows: 

A bill (S. 725) to change the address of the 
postal facility designated in honor of Cap-
tain Humayun Khan. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I further ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
considered read a third time and passed 
and that the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 725) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 725 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. CAPTAIN HUMAYUN KHAN POST OF-

FICE. 
Section 1(a) of Public Law 115–347 (132 Stat. 

5054) is amended by striking ‘‘180 McCormick 
Road’’ and inserting ‘‘2150 Wise Street’’. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS OF 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 101, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant bill clerk read as 
follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 101) supporting the 
goals of International Women’s Day. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I know of no fur-
ther debate on the measure. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

If there is no further debate, the 
question is on agreeing to the resolu-
tion. 

The resolution (S. Res. 101) was 
agreed to. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the preamble be agreed to 
and that the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 
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